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Employment fell by 1.3% in NSW in August 1997 to a seasonally adjusted
figure of 2,767,900. Nationally, employment fell by 0.5% in the same
period.

Seasonally adjusted unemployment in NSW fell by 5.7% in August 1997 to
241,200. The unemployment rate in NSW fell from 8.4% in July to 8.0% in
August. The national unemployment rate was 8.7%.

In seasonally adjusted terms, new motor vehicle registrations in NSW
decreased by 14.7% from 22,409 in June 1997 to 19,113 in July 1997.

The seasonally adjusted number of new dwelling units approved in NSW
in July 1997 was 3,744, a fall of 14.7% on the previous month and 9.4%
lower than in July 1996.

The number of guest nights for licensed hotels, mbteis etc. with facilities
in NSW for the June Quarter 1997 was 4,975,700, a decrease of 4.3% on
June Quarter 1996.

The value of housing finance commitments for owner occupation in NSW
in July 1997 was $1,968 million. This represented a 6.2% increase from
June 1997 and 7.6% increase from July 1996.

Private new capital expenditure in the June Quarter 1997 for NSW on

EXPENDITURE equipment, plant and machinery increased by 32.0% on the previous
quarter and fell 2.6% on June Quarter 1996. Expendirure on new
buildings and structures fell by 4.8% on the previous quarter.

NOTES This publication provides information on a wide range of economic

indicators which are the latest available at the time of publication. In a
number of cases, figures appearing in this summary are preliminary and
are subject to revision in subsequent issues.

For detailed explanarory notes and definitions for the items shown in
this publication, readers are referred to the specific ABS publications.

Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of
Publications (1101.0). A Release Advice (1105.0) is issued on Tuesdays
and Fridays which lists publications to be released in the next few days.
These publications are available from any ABS office.

Gregory W. Bray
Regicnal Director
New South Wales

INQUIRIES: * for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of
related unpublished statistics, contact Bill Markham on Sydney (02) 9268 4376
(or e-mail at bill. markham@abs.gov.au) or any ABS office.
* for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information
Services on Sydney (02) 9268 4611 or any ABS office.




1 NATIONAL ECONOMY

Latest {Change over Change
Indicaror Unit penod prior period over year -
National accounts percantage change,
average 1989-90 prices, (seasonally adjusted)—
Gross non-fam product % Jun qir 97 1.3 2.8
Gross domestic product % Jun gqir 97 1.2 3.3
Figures for preceding periods
Figure
One Two Three one
Latest Latest period periads penods year
indicator Unit period figure ago ago ago aga
Balance of payments—
Merchandise exports (seasonally adjusted) $m Jul §7 6 868 8871 7 200 6763 6123
Merchandise impornts (seasonally adjusted) $m HJtG7 6972 -7 022 -6 429 -§727 6166
Balance on merchandise trade (seasonally adjusted) $m Jut &7 -104 1849 771 36 -43
Balance on goods and sefvices (seasonally adjusted) tm Jul 67 112 1972 857 213 120
Balance on cument account $m  Jungtr87 -2 513 -2 685 -5022 -8 338 —4151
Balance on cument account {seasonally adjusted) $m JunquS7 2446 -3972 5313 -405834 4382
Terms of trade for goods and services—
Index {seasonally adjustead) 1989-90Q = 100  Junqtr 97 103.1 100.3 99.6 98.4 97.6
Exchangs Rates at end of period— -
SUS/BA Jul97  0.7425 0.7534 0.7783 0.7790  0.7863
Trade waighted index of value $A May 1870 = 100 Jul 97 57.2 57.2 59.4 60.3 58.0
Indicator Lending Rate—
Bank loans to large businesses {Source: Resenve Bank) % Aug 97 8.45 8.55 9.00 9.25 10.40
BALANCE OF PAYMENTS GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT, AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIA SEASONALLY ADJUSTED
(Monthly) {Average 1989-1990 prices, quarterly) s
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2 NEW SOUTH WALES IN RELATION TO OTHER STATES AND AUSTRALIA
Latest
period NSW vic. Qid SA WA Tas. Aust,
indicator % % % % % % %
Unemployment rate (seasonally adjusted) Aug 97 8.0 9.3 8.8 9.5 7.2 11.0 8.7
Percentage change from previous year—
Employed persons Aug 97 -11 0.7 1.9 0.5 1.6 -4.2 0.1
Consumer price index: all groups Jun qtr 97 0.3 0.6 0.6 -0.1 0.2 0.6 0.3
Average weekly employee eamings:
full-time adult ordinary time {trerd estimates} May 97 2.5 4.7 6.3 4.0 11 6.1 3.8
Retail tumover (trend estimates}) Jul g7 1.6 6.7 4.0 1.7 2.4 4.3 34
New motor vehicle registrations Jul 97 8.5 iq9 16.6 12.7 14.0 10.1 12.9
Dwelling units approved Jul 97 -8.8 20.5 11.7 20.1 14.6 36.4 5.3
Value of non-residential building approved Jul 97 92.8 68.6 138.2 1984 450 -796 84.7
Vajue of all buildings approved g7 284 373 59.0 1023 315 -484 38.5
Vaiue of engineering construction work done Marqgtr 97 -12.7 0.5 8.1 -3.9 6.2 -204 -2.9
Room cccupancy rate in licensed hotels
anrd motels ete. Jun qtr 97 -2.4 ~-0.4 -2.1 -0.6 -4.8 -6.4 2.7
Actual private new capital expenditure Jun gqtr 97 -4.0 6.4 8.5 320 213 7.6 ~3.1
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3 NEW SOUTH WALES IN RELATION TO AUSTRAUA

Mew South Wales Austrafia
Change Change Change Change
from from same from  fom same
Latest Latest prior oenod [.atest prior penod
Unit perod figure perod  pricr year figure period  prior year
Indicator % #* % %
Population
Estimated resident population ‘000 Margtr @7 6 261 0.32 1.21 18 492 0.35 1.27
Civilian population aged 15 years and over ‘000 Aug 97 4943 0.1 1.3 14 593 01 1.4
Labour Force
Employed persons—Tfull-time (eriginal series) ‘000 Aug 97 2094 2.7 -1.4 5178 -2.3 0.8
—total {original series) ‘000 Aug 97 2 750 -2.2 -1.1 8 315 -1.6 ~0.1
—total {seasonally adjusted} ‘000 Aug 97 2 768 -~1.3 -1.1 8 376 0.5 -0.1
Unemployed persons—({original senes) ‘000 Aug 97 228 -4.2 -43 765 1.8 0.8
—(seasonally adjusted) ‘000 Aug 97 241 -5.7 -4.0 788 -0.3 -0.9
Labour force {seasonally adjusted) 000 Aug 97 3009 -1.7 -1.3 9175 0.4 0.1
Farticipation rate {seascnally adjusted) % Aug 37 60.9 -1.8 -2.6 62.9 -0.6 -1.6
Unemployment rate (seasonally adjusted) % Aug 87 8.0 -4.1 2.7 8.7 0.1 -0.8
Joh vacancies ‘000 May 97 20 -14.4 -189.8 58 -7.1 85
Weekly paid overtime per employee (a) hours May 97 8.9 -3.7 -8.2 7.0 0.7 -3.6
Average Weekly Employee Earnings :
Full-time aduft ordinary time eamings (trend estimates) $ May 97 721.40 0.3 2.5 B96.70 0.7 3.8
All employees total eamings (trend estimates) 3 May 97  597.890 -0.5 0.6 579.10 0.5 2.6
Industrial Disputes—Working days lost ‘000 Jun 97 10.8 11.3 -78.7 296 -h9.5 -78.0
Consumer Price index, All Groups 198990 = 100  lungtr 97 120.2 -0.3 0.3 1202 -0.2 0.3
Retail Turnover (trend estimates} $m Juf 97 2935 0.7 1.8 11003 0.4 34
New Mator Vehicle Registrations (seasonally adjusted]) No. Jul87 19113 -14.7 87 57 627 -8.4 12.5
Passenger vehicles (seasonally adjusted) No. Jutg7 16 267 -17.0 87 48621 -8.9 13.0
Other motor vehicles (excl. motor cycles) (seas adj.) No. Jul 97 2847 1.5 9.1 g 007 -5.7 8.6
Production
Clay bricks {seasonally adfusted; () milfion Jun 97 59621 215 14.0 126 3.2 8.7
Electricity (seasonally adjusted) rmiflion Kvh Jun 97 5229 4.0 33 14472 2.5 3.7
Gas (seasonally adjusted) (b) terajoufes Jun 87 9.906 5.0 11.4 54837 -0.7 8.0
QOverseas Trade
Imports &m Jul 97 3222 1.3 9.5 7415 2.3 85
Exports, Australian produce sm Jut 97 1725 116 16.1 6794 5.3 12.6
Tourism
Overseas visitor short-term arrivals ‘000 Jun 97 125 1.6 0.5 308 6.6 C.4
Resident overseas short-term departures ‘000 Jun 97 116 15.0 5.6 280 11.5 7.0
Licensed hatels, motels ete, with facilities—
Guest nights Q00 Jungtr97 49757 -12.8 -4.3 14 877.2 -10.6 -2.5
Room occupancy rate % Junqtr 97 56.0 -8.0 -2.4 54.6 -6.8 -2.7
Building
Approvais—
Dwelling units (seasonally adjusted) No, Jul 97 3744 -14.7 -9.4 11439 -2.8 4.0
Value of new residential building {seasonally adj.) $m il 97 355 -18.7 =-11.0 1107 -8.5 2.7
Value of non-residential building Em Jul 87 585 65.7 92.8 1646 53.3 84.7
Value of all building $m Jul 87 1157 28.1 28.4 3190 28.0 36.5
Commencements—
New dwelling units No. Marqtr@7 10867 4.3 9.7 29310 -5.3 3.1
Yalue of new residential building {c} &m  Margqtr 97 1145 39 2.5 2 880 -5.1 1.4
Value of nan-residential building (¢} $m  Marqtr 97 1210 -7.3 8.4 2 842 -14.2 -7.7
Value of all building (¢} Sm  Marqtr 97 2 366 4.3 51 6 225 —-10.5 -25
Value of work done in penod (¢) $m  Marqtr 97 2225 6.8 6.4 6 450 8.5 121
Engineering Construction
Private contractors—
Value of work commenced $m  Marque 97 652 39.2 27.2 1949 -11.1 -39.8
Value of work done $m  Marqir 97 489 1.4 838 2 006 -14.7 8.5
Value of work yet to be done gm  Marquw 97 1155 14.5 16.9 5529 0.3 13.0
Value of work done by public sector Sm Marqtre7 579 -9.8 -15.7 1313 -13.1 -16.4
Finance
Housing finance for owner occupation—secured
commitments to individuals by significant lenders Sm Jul 97 1968 6.2 7.6 4 831 5.4 5.9
Perscnat finance commitments—significant :enders Sm Jul 97 1352 15.3 6.4 3 869 12.5 2186
Commercial finance commitments—significant lenders $m Jul 97 6 947 -10.1 -5.6 15 934 3.6 9.5
Savings batances at end of month—
All banks {d) (Source: Reserve Bank) Sm Jul97 142 403 12 {ey 318 204 0.9 9.8
Bullding societies Sm Jun 97 4236 1.2 111 9 569 0.9 -19.6
Credit umions $m Jun 97 6476 0.4 8.0 14 831 0.6 8.8
Actual New Fixed Capital Expenditure (f) Sm  Junqgtr97 3 667 18.9 -4.0 11771 18.2 -3.1
New buildings and structures $m  Junqtr 97 1050 -4.8 -7.3 3307 -7.9 -15.8
Equipment, plant and machinery $m  Junqtr 7 2617 32.0 -26 8 464 32.9 3.0
[a) Average weekly overtime hours for those employees who were pad for overtime,  {B) Includes Australian Capital
Terntory,  (C) Average of 1989-90 pnces, i¢) Average of weekly deposit balances. (&} Not available Jue (o revisiong I‘ |”‘ M‘
only peing dona nationatly, (N By priva’e enterpnses
& Commontwealth of Australia 1997 21 3071 0009975

Recommended retail price:  §

ISSN 1031-8534



